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the refractory priests. Nevertheless the motion was carried,
and, as was expected, immediately vetoed by the king, on
December 19.

As the year closed, it became obvious that the use of the
king's veto had had a bad effect upon his popularity, that the
people of Paris were more than ever estranged from him, and
that he could no longer depend, as formerly, upon the city
authorities to defend his person. Lafayette, disgusted at the
loss of his popularity, and almost hating the national guards
for their expressed distrust of him, resigned his post of com-
mandant in a hurry; and the Assembly, adroitly taking
advantage of his resignation, declared that for the future there
should be no commandant-general of the National Guard of
Paris, but that the six commandants of the legions should
each command in chief for a month in turn. Still more
important was the change in the mayoralty. Bailly, after
more than two years of perpetual worry, resigned his office,
and Lafayette had the temerity to propose himself as a can-
didate for the vacant office. Poor Bailly had done his best,
but he had proved utterly incapable as the chief magistrate
of a city which demanded above all things a firm ruler in
a time of difficulty. Petion was nominated by the Jacobin
Club in opposition to Lafayette, and was elected on Novem-
ber 17 by a triumphant majority. The change was per-
ceptible at once, for while Bailly, with the grace of an old
courtier, had gone to the Tuileries on January 1, both in
1790 and in 1791, to offer his congratulations to the king
on the new year, Petion neglected all such formalities, and
remained at the Maine to receive the congratulations of his
own friends.

J&6me Potion, the successor of Bailly, was the deputy of
the extreme left who had shared the popular favour bestowed
upon Kobespierre at the close of the Constituent Assembly.
Yet the character of the two men was utterly different; the
one, though possessing faults both of mind and character, was
yet from his tenacity of purpose and untiring industry very
nearly being a great man, while the other, who was now the